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N 7 in Lumley, Bar. 
lien Snnirr of the County of Bſex.. 


Sir Nicholas. Garrard, Bar. Thomas Smith, Eſq; 
Sir Robert Abay, Bar. e Sidney, Elo 
Edward Luther, Elq; FPalgrave Barley, Eſq; 
William pany A = | | Rokr C _ Eſq; 

ingham Chaplain, Eſq; | Stebbing, Gent. 
Fanz Gardner! Hl, . | ene, Gent. 
William Damtry, Eſq; | Thomas Pepys, Gent. 
John Fiſher, Ef). | Weſton Stileman, Gent... 
Richard How, Eſq, Charles Barnard, Gent. 
Jeremiah Sham, 7A 


Gentlemen of the Gxann-Jury.. | 
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J 7I S. da make an Apology, 
b ' fo " ant po in a: 
Caſe, where I muſt ſeem either to Under- 


value Your Fudements, or to Over- rate my own. 
To bave comply'd too eafily. with a Re fl of this 
Nature, might have been conftrued a Fondueſs in 


Me of my Own Performance ; and, to haue been 


Siff in Demal, as mit haue been, had I wn 
comply d would have oe 0 argued an incxcſl 


Rudeneſe; Ihave endegvour'd, as w 
| in ffand 6 ed perl; IS fe 


"That Tum far from thinking, there 1s any Excel | 
lency in this plain 8 Drſcourſe, on be me 
Hand; and that | all imaginable Reſped 
and ya for Jour Approbation 7 tt, on the 
other. 

5 ug bt pleaſe GOD to ble ir fo 
| po es of uh which it paß. Seen 1 e 1 


ion; and. in Conſequence: Ty 
fare 1 5 8 3J. 2 Be 
r .the happy C N 


e + e cio” make all 
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 PRoverss XIV. 34. 
Riphteouſueſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin 
1 a Reproach unto any People. 


AN are the Advantages of Religion to 
Society; as, That it engages the Provi- 
dence of GOD in Favour of a Nation; 
That it procures his Bleſings, and averts 
his Judgments,” Thus we frequently find Go p Al 
mighty, in his holy Word, promiſing . e to 
Righteous Nation; That the Work of | Righteoaſneſs Ila. xxxii- T. 
ball be Peace; and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quiet. 
meſs and Aſſurance for ever. And on the other hand, 
threatning a Wicked People with his Judgments, 
That He-will turn 4 fruitful Land intd Barrennifs, 
ger the Mieten of them that dwell: therein. And 
e „ w -,- --_ 
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nmiſh'd in a publick and exemplary © mag 
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thus accordingly, in the Hiſtory of the Jews in 
the Old Teſtament, we. ſee, Gop always reward. 
ed that People with publick Proſperity, or puniſh's 
them with publick Judgments, in proportion to 
their general Reformation or Corruption. 

Neither was it thus only with God's own People 
the Jews, but with the Lacædemonians alſo, of whom 
Plutarch obſerves, that they were a very flouriſh. 
ing People, till their Epheri were deaf to the Cries 
of the Oppreſſed, and ſuffer'd Juſtice to fall in 
their Streets, and neglected to puniſh Notorious 
Crimes ; and then they quickly dwindled, and 
came to nothing. 

And thus it was alſo with the Romans, the Tark;, 
and, as Learned Men aſſure us, with all other 
States. and Kingdoms, whoſe Riſe and Fall are re- 
corded in Story: Whilſt they were eminegt for 
ſtrict Juſtice, Temperance, and Piety, they were as 
conſpicuous too for their Power and Proſperity, they 
were as great at home, and as formidable abroad: 
But as they declin'd from their former Virtue, 
and grew diſſolute in their Manners, ſo their Glo- an 
ry and their Strength decay?d :proportionaBly, and WM 1! 
ſo much as they abated of their Religion, they is 
gave up of their Happineſs. e 

And this kind of Procedure is but reaſönable, % 
and conſonant to the Juſtice of their Supream Go- 
vernour, the King of the World: Nations that 
are generally over-run with Profaneneſs, and im- 
mers'd in Debauchery, are doubtleſs a great ro. 
vocation to Go p, and cry aloud for Vengeanes 
tom Heaven; and *tis but fit they ſhould: of 
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judgment ſhould be as Epidemical as the Crime; 
to give ſome check to the overflowing of Ungod- 
ſineſs, to eurb the unbridled Licentiouſneſs of the 
evil Multitude, and to aſſert and vindicate the 
Honour and Majeſty of the Divine Laws, from the 
bold and defying Infolency of a wicked People. 
On the other hand, a Nation that is devout, and 
juſt, and ſober, and charitable, is doubtleſs highly 
acceptable in the ſight of GO p, and ſuch as He 
will in no-wiſe ſuffer to go nnrewarded. 
Now, the only Time wherein the one can be 
rewarded, and the other puniſbd, is, while they are 
incorporated together in Society, that is, in this 
World ; for when they come into the other, they 
ceaſe to be a particular State or diſtinct Society, 
and they ſhall go to Judgment net as 4 Nation, 
but gonfider'd ſingly, every Man as a Subject of 
Heaven; not as a Body or Corporation of Chri- 
ſtians, but every Individual as 4 Member of the 
Univerſal Church; ſubject unto Chriſt its Head. 
Thus does Gp bleſs a Righteous Community, 
and cauſe it to prefper; but a Wicked one he pu- 
niſhes for the Wiekedneſs thereof: Such a Benefit 
is Religion to any Nation 5 ſuch a Reproachi, is Sin 
to au ple t 110 037 e ty 07 blfds -/; 
And then again; tlie Advantage of Religion to 
Society Will appear alſo from hence, That it natu- 
tally tends to ſupport and ſtrengthen it; whereas 
Vice and religion do from their own bent and ten- 
9 Weuken and difſolve it. 2110 
Were it not for Religion, or the Senſe of a Deity, 
in the World, what an uncomfortable place would 


it be to live in? 4s it is, there is Truth and 1. DO 
Honeſty little enough; GD knows, and we al 4 
N 88 __ 


A Six wor Pena 


ſadly experience; but were it. ther wiſe, were it 


11 


as certain there is 20 God, as it is certain there is. 
One, how much leſs would there be of all thoſe 
things which ſerve to keep, us in that tolerable 
condition in which we are, and how much. more 


of all thoſe that would introduce Ataxy and Con. 


fuſion ? 

And for the Truth of this, we need appeal no 
further than to your: Atheiſts themſelves, who, 
whilſt they inſinuate as if Religion were the, De- 
vice of Politick Stateſmen, do thereby tacitly. own, 
That the Laws of Men, without the Laws of Gop, 
would be inſufficient to keep the World in any to- 


lerable Order or Decorum. | | 


2: Theſ. 4. 4 Religion teaches, us..to be chaſte. and temperate ; 


1 Pet. 5. 8. 


Prov. 23. 21. 


Rom, 12. 11. 


1 Theſ. 4. 6: 


which if we are, our Conſtitutions will be firm, and. 
even our Poſterity robaſt and vigorous : To be in- 
duſtrious in our Callings; fo ſhall we have Plenty 
aur ſelves, and help to; enrich. the Publick alſo: 
To be true and if in all our. Dealings with. one- 
another; which if we were, we ſhould love one- 
another better, confide in one- another more, and 
be more ready to do good Offices one to another; 
be more at Peace among our ſelves, and ſo the bet- 
ter able to grapple with our Enemies. But by re- 
verſing theſe Virtues, We impair our Conſtitutions, 
impoveriſh our Fortunes, andꝭ entail Infirmities and 
Rags upon our Children's Children: By: our bits 
ter Animaſities one againſt another, We weaken 
the Bands of Society, and loſe jult ſo many, Dex 
grees of Strength and Power, as, we. depart from 
Peace and Unity. ; ine; Wd acl a; 

Again: Religion teaches us, both in Obedience: 


to the, Precepts of the Goſpel, and: in Config 
8 N f \k 
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to the Example of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, to xlark 12. T5. 
nder unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, to pay Rom. 13.7. 
ll, 7g. hm ?tis due, and. to ſubmit, our ſelves io 1 er 13. 
wery Ordinance of, our Governonrs : Nay, we. are to pc. 1 70. 
ſpeak no all oß hem, por 4 much. as to harbour 1 Tim. 2.2. 
any ill Thoughts againſt them, but, inſtead of that, Acts 7. 6 
to pray r chem a if no) nit ow) gon boi Luke 23. 34. 

And as it thus ſecures Governours, by requiring, 
due Allegiance from Subjects, ſo it equally ſecures - 
theſe, by enjoynung-Gavernours.to rule well, to be 
Gob's Miniſters. far the Peoples good: Kings are Rom. 13. 4,6: 
to be Nurſing Fathers, and Queens are to be Nur- 
ug Mothers ta & o 's Church and People; and 
happy is that Prince who preſides over a People 
that ſubject themſelves according to the Dictates 
of Religion; and happy that People that is ſubject. 
to a Prince who governs 'em by the ſame Rule! 

Thus naturally does Religion lead any Nation 
or People, if they will follow its Directions, to their 
own Happineſs and Proſper iy... 

Now, the Formal Reaſon of the Excellency of. 
Religion in this, Particular conſiſts. in this; That it 
obliges: both Magiſtrates and Subjects, and all the 
Members of the Community, in any Relation qr, 
Capacity whatſoeyer, to do their Duties in their 
reſpective Places and Stations, upon ſuch Motives: 
and Principles, as are ſubſtantial and laſting, and 
will carry em date thro!, all Temptations and, Diffi-, 
cuties, :\ Herein, I ſay, is manifeſt. the Excellency, 
o Religion to the Furpoſes of .Governmeat.;,.jn,.. 
tha ut A Principle, and the only one, which may bees. 
depended upon, and herein. there is good Security. 
% make out winch, Propoſition: as the. ſab 
Helign of e that I. ſhall inſiſt a 

e 


Iſai, 49. 23. 
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while upon it, and then conclude with an Tnfe: 
-rence or two. hk n | 0 x. 3 CY wry 
Now, to do this more fully and clearly, it will 
not be amiſs to confider what other Prineiples 
Mankind are directed by, in the Government of 
their Actions, when they give up that of Religion, 
and bid adieu to their Conſciences; and thoſe are 
chiefly theſe following: | 


- 1ſt, Humour; be it Paſſion or Temper. - 


2ly, Ambition; I mean the Deſire of Honour;or 


* 


Fear of Diſgrace. 
| or Love of Gain. 
018%) 232. . T To. 


z , Worldly Intere 


We will examin theſe ſeverally, and ſee whe- 
ther any of them be holding Principles; whether 
they will ſtand the teſt of any notable Tryal, any 
conſiderable Temptation. And, 1 


iſt, Firſt for that of Humour; where khat is made 
the main Spring of a Mar's Actions, we eat ex. 
pe& but very irregular Motions to proceed from 
it, even as various and multiform as the Spring 
they move upon. $4 e Sg 19 21969) 
Humour, or Temper, is one of the moſt \Proteus- 
like things in Nature; it ſhews itſelf ina thouſand 

| ſhapes; tis the moſt inconſiſtent with itſelf of any 
thing in being; there ſcarce needs any Terps 


to Warp it, it will change and vary of irſelf: Fo 
inſtance, Where a Man governs hithſelf by this 
wavering Principle, ye can't tell how to be ſecute 
of him, or where to have him; tlie ſume meaſures 
of Traffick or Friendſhip that muſt be us'd wt 
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im to day, will be good for nothing to-morrow :- 
— wor he- ſhall bein a ſober ſerious mood, and” 
then for the time he will act like an honeſt Man, 
but when the Fit is over, (and it ſeldom laſts long) 
he then behaves himſelf after quite another man- 
ner, he undoes what he had done, and goes quite 
counter to what he did before; nay, he is as little 
ſecure of himſelf, as others are of him, being as 
ignorant of himſelf as they are: he fees and knows 
5 indeed, that he acts thus and thus in ſuch and fuch 
$or Wl particular Circumſtances, but not doing it upon 

any certain ſteady Principle, but as it were at a 

venture, he knows not how he ſhall- behave him- 

ſelf the next Tryal under the ſame Emergencies; 
vhe-' WM for tho? the Caſe and Circumſtances be the ſame, 
ther yet his giddy Humour and fickle Paſſion may be 
any alter d. For the Purpoſe, he was perhaps a gra- 
cious and tender Magiſtrate, or a dutiful and loyal 
dubject, a vigilant and truſty Minifter or Officer, a 
fair Dealer, a ready Friend, or a good Neighbour}. 
he behav'd himſelf well in any Relation or Capa- 
city whatſoever ; but it was no longer than the 
Humour laſted; his Virtue Was built upon no ſo- 
lid Baſis, ' and therefore no wonder if *twas ſoon 
ſhaken: What he did, he did not do upon Princi- 
ples of Rea ſon and Religion, and tlierefore no won- 
der if he quickly do the contrary without Reaſon, 
and againſt Relg ion 

A Man indeed that is naturally well Temper'd 
may hold out the longer in his gobd Behaviour; 
but if to his good Nature he does not add a ood 
Conſcience, his Principle will be ſure to fail Him: 
Tho, thro an Excellency.of Temper, he may make 
good Magiſtrate, or Subject, or Stateſman, or 

N „ Officer, 


rent! 
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Officer, or Neighbour, or Friend, or any th 
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rably well in any Relation, upon this Principle, That 


elſe⸗ 
and that for ſome conſiderable time, yet if he has ng 
ſtronger Cord than this to hold him, he will un. 
queſtionably break it at ſome time or other; the 
Devil will be ſure to find out a Way to move his 
Paſſion, to vitiate his Temper, and change his 
Humour, 292050 * 10 
But when to this good Temper, or good Hu. 
mour, is added a good Conſcience and the Grace 
of Go o, the Man thus qualified will be Proof 2. 
gainſt all fiery Tryals that may aſſault him; he 
will perſevere in his Duty, he is ſecure of himſelf, 
and Standers-by may be ſecure of him, that he wil 
hold out honeſtly, fairly, and conſcientiouſly to the 
en} oi od cone Hed on 73 eines 
ly, A Second Principle I took notice of, which 
Men that have thrown off Religion and Conſcience 
ſteer their Actions by, is Ambition, or a Deſire of 
Honour, together with a Fear of Diſgracde. 
Let us fee then how far this Principle will fe 
cure us in our Duty and Demeanour toward Men; 
for as for Duty to God, it aims at none, G0 
is not in all its Thoughts: And indeed, upon exa- 
mination, we ſhall find it to fall very ſhort of ſe- 
curing us in our Duty to one- another, in whatſoever 
Relation or Capacity. +17 02 ve fi 
The Praiſe of Men may indeed put us, as it did 
the Phariſees of old, upon a great many pompous 
Oſtentations of Duty, upon long Prayers, demure 
Looks, giving Alms to the Poor, and the like; and 
we may perhaps, for a while, demean our ſelves tole- 


ais the only way to procure the Applauſe of Mens teh 
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honour'd and reſpected in the World. A Magi- 
ſtrate that does not conſult his Peoples Good, Will 
all ſhort of that Honour, which becomes his high 
station; and the Subject that is not reſpectful and 
dutiful to his Governour, will be juſtly ſtigmatiz'd 
with all the Marks of Infamy and Reproach; the 
MW Miniſter or Officer that betrays his Truſt, and is 
Hy. WI 1 to his Prince or Country, thereby gets himſelf 
an ill Name, and makes himſelf diſgrac'd*in the 
of (cht of both; and the Man that deals treacherouſ- 
. he Wl ly with his Neighbour, or proves unfaithful to his 
iel. Friend, or ungratetul to thoſe that have done him 
will Kindneſſes, does by ſuch baſe unbecoming Practices 
o the bring ſo much diſcredit upon himſelf, that no body 
will give him a good Word, hardly any body care 
p truſt him, or indeed to have any thing to do with 
rhick m. arid mb hs 
once WI 7111s he obſerves; and he ſees at the ſame time 
re of what Honour and Reputation the. contrary Prafti- 
Nces get a Mag in the World; how much the World 
1 (6. Wl '<verences and reſpects one that deals fairly and up- 
Hen; rightly with all Men, that performs his Promiſe, 
5.00 chat is true to his Iruſt, that does as he would be done 
ex2- by, and behaves himſelf well in any Relation: And 
if fe. hilſt he takes Notice of the different Account the 
\ever World makes of "theſe two different ſorts of Men, 
how much value it ſets upon the one, and how little 
t did upon the other, he defires,no doubt of it, to he rank d 
\pous i in the number of thoſe that meer with ſo much Ho- 
mure ! nour and fuch a jr Character; he would willingly 
and Wl nough that the World ſhould have that Veneration 
ole - and Eſteem for him that it has for honeſt Men, how 
That I lirle ſoever he deſires to deſerve it. 
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Officer, or N eighbour, or Friend, or any thing; elſe 
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evil will be ſure to find out a Way to move his 
Paſſion, to vitiate his Temper, and change his 
Humour, | 

But when to this good Temper, or good Hu. 
mour, is added a good Conſcience and the Grace 
of Go p, the Man thus qualified will be Proof a- 
gainſt all fiery Tryals that may aſſault him; he 
will perſevere in his Duty, he is ſecure of himſelf, 
and Standers-by may be ſecure of him, that he will 
hold out honeltly, fairly, and conſcientiouſly to the 
end. 5.0 


2ly, A Second Principle I took notice of, whick 
Men that have thrown off Religion and Conſcience 
{tcer their Actions by, is Ambition, or a Deſire of 
| Honour, together with a Fear of Diſgrace. 
Let us ſee then how far this Principle will {& 
| cure us in our Duty and Demeanour toward Men; 
for as for Duty to God, it aims at none, Go 
is not in all its Thoughts: And indeed, upon exa- 
mination, we ſhall find it to fall very ſhort of ſe- 
curing us in our Duty to one- another, in whatſoever 
Relation or Capacity. | ol 
The Praiſe of Men may indeed put us, as it did 
Matt 6, the Phariſees of old, upon a great many pompous 
.* Offtentations of Duty, upon long Prayers, demure 
Looks, giving Alms to the Poor, and the like ; and 
we may perhaps, for a while, demean our ſelves tole- 
rably well in any Relation, upon this Principle, That 
445 the only way to procure the Applaaſe of wy to be 
1. | | a NOAOUT 
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konour'd and reſpected in the World. A Magi- 
rate that does not conſult his Peoples Good, will 
all ſhort of that Honour, which becomes his high 
station; and the Subject that is not reſpectful and 
dutiful to his Governour, will be juſtly ſtigmatiz'd 
with all the Marks of Infamy and Reproach; the 
Miniſter or Officer that betrays his Truſt, and is 
falſe to his Prince or Country, thereby gets himſelf 
an ill Name, and makes himſelf diſgrac'd in the 
fght of both; and the Man that deals treacherouſ- 
ly with his Neighbour, or proves unfaithful to his 
Friend, or ungratetul to thoſe that have done him 
Kindneſſes, does by ſuch baſe unbecoming Practices 
bring ſo much diſcredit upon himſelf, that no body 
will give him a good Word, hardly any body care 
to truſt him, or indeed to have any thing to do with 
lum, 

This he obſerves; and he ſees at the ſame time 
what Honour and Reputation the contrary Prafti- 
ces get a Man in the World ; how much the World 
reverences and reſpects one that deals fairly and up- 
rightly with all Men, that performs his Promile, 
that is true to his Truſt, that does as he would be done 
by, and behaves himſelf well in any Relation: And 
whilſt he takes Notice of the different Account the 
World makes of theſe two different ſorts of Men, 
how much value it ſets upon the one, and how little 
upon the other, he deſires, no doubt of it, to be rank'd 
in the number of thoſe that meet with ſo much Ho- 
nour and ſuch a fair Character; he would willingly 
enough that the World ſhould have tliat Veneration 
and Eſteem for him that it has for honeſt Men, how 
little ſoever he deſires to deſerve it. | 
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Now this Love of Honour and Feat of Diſgrace 
will certainly put him upon a fair outward Show and 
Semblance of Virtue ; a great many of the overt AA; 
of Religion he will exert; and will behave Himſelf to 
all Men he has to do with, very plauſibly, and to ap- 
pearance, honeſtly : He will be aſham'd to make 2 
tyrannical Prince, or a rebellious Subject; a careleſs 
and unfaithful Minifter, or Officer ; a Double-dealer, 
a falſe Friend, or an ill Neighbour; or any thin 
that is branded amongſt Mankind with Infamy and 
Diſgrace ; he will be afham'd of thefe Practices, I 
fay ; and for his Credit's ſake, and that he may make 
the better Figure in the World, he will avoid em. 

But alas! theſe are but Cords of Vanity; every 
petty Temptation will ſtretch em; every ſhrewd 
Trial will break em aſunder; this Security will at 
beſt preſerve us only in the ſight of the World, and 
before the Eyes of Men; but whenever either Hu- 


mor or Intereſt, Paſſion or Prejudice, or any other ir- 


regular Byaſs brings a Temptation in our way, and 
puts us upon doing an ill Action, we ſhall, tis ta be 
fear'd, ſtick no longer at it, than till we can conceal 
it from the World, or at moſt, but till we can put 
fach à Gloſs upon it, as to make Mea think twas done 
with a good Deſign and Intention, and upona good 
Principle. | 1 
Sometimes do Men commit the greateſt Villanies 
in the World in cloſe Darkneſs ind Privacy, and ſo 
eſcape not only the Cognizance of the Law, but e- 
ven the Knowledge of Men; but how many thou- 
and little Tricks and Shifts will they fly to, topallr 
ate their ill Practices, when they come to Light? how 
many Gloſſes wilt they put upon 'em, to make em 
appear better than they are, and by this means * 
| D 
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ny times footh the Frefuloys Warld into a better 
Opinion of em than they deſerve? And thus, when 


— 


any conſiderable Trial comes in their way, making 
no Conſcience of it, they quickly give way to it, and 
ſtill hope to retain the Honour and Credit they de- 
ire; either by hiding their Sin from Men, or by gild- 

7 and making it appear fair and plauſible 
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need not, I think, ſay any thing more to this. 


World, however knaviſh and tricking it be of it 
felf; but to do any great good of it even here, he 
muſt be, or at leaſt muſt ſeem to be, an honeſt Man; 
and, we fee, there's no Man, be his Principles or De- 
figns what they will, but deſires to be thought fo. 

And therefore, ſince Men's Worldly Intereſts are 
fo well advanc'd by a ſemblance of Religion, by ho. 
neſt and fair dealing, they will ſeem to be Religious, 
and really in the general courſe of their Actions they 
on act pretty fairly and ſquarely with their Neigh- 

urs. 

But let us ſee, how far ſuch a Man's Principle will 
bear him out, and keep him tight ; how far he may 
be depended upon. And here agen, as before in the 
Cafe of Honour, his Principle wilt fail him, when 'tis 
brought to Trial; *twill,Iike the Morning Dew, melt 
away upon the firſt warm Temptation; give him 
but an opportunity of ſecrecy or ſecurity ;. if he has 
but Cunning enough to hide or palliate his Fault; or 
Power enough to maintain himſelf in it ; do but 

ropoſe any Intereſt or Advantage to him, which 
0 thinks greater than the Diſadvantage he incurrs 
by tranſgreſſing his Duty; let but any of theſe Trials 
aſſault him, and his Principle's good for nothing, and 
not to be depended upon, either by himſelf or any he 
has to do with. If he has no better Guide than this, 
he will ever and anon ſtumble and fall himſelf, and 
lo muſt they that lean upon him. | 
Hitherto might be reduc'd another Principle, and 
that is, Devotion to a Party; but this being ſo near 
of kin to what I have been laſt ſpeaking to; and be- 
ing, I fear, commonly taken up, either for Intereſt, 
or out of Humor, having already conſider'd theſe, I 


Thus. 
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Thus you ſee, neither Humour, nor Honour, nor 
Intereſt will any, nor indeed all, of em together, ſe- 
cure either my Neighbour or my ſelf, that 1 ſhall not 


frequently ſwerve from my Duty, and deceive and 


injure both my ſelf and him; tis Religion and Con- 
ſcience only can give us this Security. 


There is another Principle I muſt not forget to 


mention, and that is, the Fear-of incurring the 
Penalty of Humane Laws; but this is plainly as 
weak and fallible as any of the former; tis expos'd 


to moſt of the ſame Temptations, and as eaſily over- 
come by them; and_there needs no better Proof, 
than the Occaſion of our meeting here at this time, . 
and the twice Annual Returns of theſe ſolemn Meet- 


ings, that when Men have not the Fear of God be- 


fore their Eyes, it is not the Fear of Human Laws that 
wilk reſtrain them from doing thoſe things which 


would be intolerable in Human Society, 
Wherefore inſtead of examining an 


the reſt do fail; will ſecure us from thoſe Tempta- 
tions and Trials, that no other Principles will, 


Humor and Temper, as I faid before, are fickle 
fleeting things; they may carry us _thro' our Duty 2 


to day, and fail us to morrow being grounded on 
no ſure ſolid Foundation, we mult expect they will 


be very unſteady and inconſtant; but Religion and 
our Duty are founded upon the Reaſons of Good 
and Evil, and the Will of God; all Which are as eter- 


nal and immutable as God himſelf, the ſame yeſter- 


day, to day and forever; and therefore ſo long as+ 


we keep to this Principle, this can never fail us. 


Again; . 


-r eto 1 further into 
this Principle, 1 ſhall ſhow In a Wor or two, That 5 
Religion or Conſcience is a good Security where all 
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Again, if we make Worldly Honour or Intereſt 

the Ground of our Duty, and fear to omit it, only 

- becauſe we dread ſome Worldly Loſs, or Diſappoint. 

ment, Infamy or a Halter; when theſe, I ſay, ar 

the Principles we'go upon, I have ſhown 1 in ma. 
ny Inſtances how tickeliſh they were, and how ſoon 
they would fail us; but Religion, as I hinted above, 
if we ſtick but to that, is Proof againſt all thoſe In- 
{tances, or any others that can be brought; no ad. 
vantages of Secrecy can decoy us into Sin, for we 
know that Go p, withwhom we have to do, and th 
whom we muſt give Account of all our Doings, ſees 
and knows all our ſecret Actions, and even our ven 
Thoughts (and therefore we cannot hope to pal. 
liate dur Fault) and the inmoſt Receſſes of our Souls; 

and we are therefore afraid to think a or 40 f 


do an Action, that we dare not think or do if al 
Men knew or ſaw it. We can have no hopes of g 
Eccl. 3. 8. Security from our own Arm, or the mightineſs of to 
. a our o n Power; for our G o p, we, know, is wy 75 th 
Ecci. 6. 10, than the higheſt; he is a Go p above all Gods; heis ar 
mightier than the mightieſt of the Sons of Men. G 
We may hope, thro' the Ignorance, or Partiality, bi 
or other Infirmities of Men, to eſcape Tempora] Pu- 0! 
-Pſal.9.8. niſhment; but we cannot think to eſcape the 1095 0 
ment of an Allſeeing, Alljuſt, and Allmighty Judge. ( 
We may poſſibly, whilſt we make Intereſt our Re- 
ligion, [we may] diſcover ſome greater Intereſt or 2 
Worldly Advantage to be obtain d by prgging ol I 
Duty, than by doing it; but when-we do our Duty ( 
from a Principle of Religion and Conſcience, tis \ 
plain, we can have no Advantage, whatſoever pro- f 
pos' d, that can ſtand in competition with that great l 


Intereſt we propoſe in ſo doing; even the Love and 
5 Favour 
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Favour of an Allgood and Allgracious God, both in 
this World and that which is to come, Peace of Mind 
here, and Everlaſting Felicity hereafter, 

Such and fo good à Security is Religion, and no- 


thing elſe is, that all the parts of a Community 
ſhall do their Reſpective Duties in their feveral 
Places and Stations; which-is the moſt natural, and 
under Go Þ the moſt effectual, and an almoſt infalli- 


ble way to ſecure the Good and Welfare of the 
whole. WD: 

'Tis this will make the Supream Magiſtrate go- 
yern as one that knows he has a Maſter in Heaven ; 
and *twill'make him be as he really ought to be, God's 
Miniſter for his People's good; and *twill make the 


- 


Eph. 6. 9. 
Rom, 13. 4. 


People ſubject themſelbes not only for Wrath, but for Rom. 13. "OL 


Conſcience ſake. . 5 
This will ſecure ſubordinate Magiſtrates too, that 
they ſhall truly and indifferently adminiſter Juſtice 


Rom, 13: 4: 


tothe Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 


the Maintenance of God's trueReligion, and Virtue; 
and that, not only in Obligation to their Earthly 
Governour, and the Laws of the Community, but 


becauſe”tis their Duty to their King's King, the Lord 


of Heaven and Earth; and not ſo much becauſe the 


Good of the Government requires it, as becauſe their 


Conſciences dictate it. 


Religion is a ſure Bond upon the Stateſman, obli- - 
ging him to ſerve his Prince and his Country, in O- 


bedience to his God, and out of Love to the Publick 


Good, more than for the ſake of being a Favourite 
with the one, or popular with the other; Upon 
the Soldier, binding him to Fight, not ſo much for - 
Honour or Promotion, as to do Right to Nations, 


and ſecure a lafting Peace among em; Upon the 


Divine, 


* | ha 


—— —ę—ä CCCOCCCRCcCC—————————————————CC 


___— f 


mn 


Divine, tying him to Preach and Pray, not ſo much 
tor Preferment or Applauſe, as to ſet forth Goc; 
Glory and further Men's Salvation ; Upon the Lay. 

er, obliging him to plead, not ſo much to ſhow 
his'Parts, or maintain a bad Cauſe for the fake of 
Advantage, as to do Juſtice to a good one, for the 
Take r AE: 
Laſtly, Tis, a faſt Tye upon the Jurors and 
Witneſes, That they ſhall. duly and truly perform 
fer. 4. 2, their Truſt, that they ſhall ſwear in Truth, in Judg- 
ment and in Righteouſneſs. | 
Thus are all the Members of the Body Politick 
ſecure of exerting their ſeveral Offices duly and re- 
gularly ; and therefore its Conſtitution cannot well 
_ tail of being firm and eaſie, healthy and laſting. 
And here the mention of Jurors-and Witneſles 
ſuggeſts an undeniable Argument of the Neceſſity 
of Religion to Government; for were it not for the 
Conciouſneſs and Dread of a God above, and a 
Judgment to come, what Cobweb Tyes would be 
thoſ: ſolemn Oaths of the Jurors, to make an un- 
byaſs'd Enquiry into the Merits of the Cauſe depend- 
ing, and to give in as impartial a Verdict? Or ot 
the Witneſſes, to ſpeak the whole Truth and no- 
thing but the Truth? And it mult enn ne 
that upon this Iſſue, even the ſacredneſs of theſe 
Oaths, in great meaſure depends the Right, the 
Liberty and Property” the Reputation, and even 
the Life of every Member of the Nation: Take 
but away the Obligation of Oaths, which you dob 
taking away Religion, and to little purpoſe. woul 
be theſe ſolemn Times of Aſſize; nay, and all So- 
ciety muſt quickly disband, and run into Dilorder 
and Confuſion, 1 " 
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or two by way of Application, and I've done. 
And Firſt; In this Diſcourſe we may ſee, how 


much it concerns Magiſtrates to puniſh Vice, and 


to countenance: Religion; Religion and Govern- 
ment ſtand or fall together; all Wicked Men are 


of a Party againſt Religion, and of Conſequence 


againſt Government alfo ; for fo much as they 
leſſen the Force of the one, they weaken and diſ- 
folve the Bands of the other: And'tho* indeed they 
vainly endeavour to ſupplant the Throne of their 
Goo, yet they will but too effectually undermine 
the Throne of their Prince, and unhinge his Go- 


vernment: Such an Obligation has G o D--Almighs - 
ty laid upon his Vicegerents here on Earth to be 


beg your Patience, while I make an Inference 


hke Himſelf, to be Gos upon Earth; for that Pal. 82. 6. 


they« can't be their on Friends, without being his: 
N 0 S ms; 


they can't be his Enemies, without being their 
own : And admirably Wiſe and Gracious is his Pro- 
vidence, in obliging Men (as well out of Self-Inte- 


reſt as Gratitude) to be ſo much Better, as He has 


made 'em Greater than other Men; that Goodneſs - 
in the Creature, as well as it's Creator, ſhould be 
an Attribute no ways inferior to that of Power ! 

But to return; *Tis doubtleſs owing to the Irreli- 


fich inveterate Hatred and Bickering among Chri- 


ſtians ; tis exactly according to our Saviour s Pre- 


on of the Age, that there is ſo much Faction, and 


diction, Becauſe Iniquity abounds, therefore is the Love Mat. 14. 12: 


of many waxed cold. 


And hence it is alſo,that almoſt all Differences and 
Diſputes between Man and Man, and too often 
even the Meaſures of Right and Wrong are, to 
the great prejudice of Juſtice, brought to the I = / 
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of a Party-cauſe ; and that ſome Men are, to the 

great Injury of others, ſo ſcandalouſſy byaſs d in 

Favour or Disfavour of a Cauſe, for the fake of the 

Party, that abetts ililt. 5 11.84 11m 

Now as much as / theſe bitter Animoſities and 

furious , Diviſions are a Miſchief to any Govern. 

ment, ſo much it intereſts the Magiſtrate to com. 

poſe and ſuppreſs them, by promoting true Reli- 

gion, Which is the only Principle equal to fo great 

a Work. True Religion, if it could lay claim to the 

Majority of our Practices, as it does of our Voices, 

- would mightily calm our Tempers, improve our 
Charity, and make us more at Peace and Un 

Pro@ 15.7. amongſt our ſelves at Home; which would be the 

greateſt furtherance imaginable towards the fecu- 

ring an honourable and ** Peace with our 

Enemies Abroad; and how deſirable ſoever cheſe 

Bleſũngs are, juſt ſo much it is the Concern of Go- 

vernours to countenance and ſupport That, by which 

they may be moſt effectually obtain'd. | 

In conſideration of the Sacredneſs of Gop's Ma- 

jeſty and Laws, and of the Uſefulneſs of them to 

Society, how many excellent Laws have we in 

this Land againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, 

which it highly concerns Magiſtrates to ſee duly 

executed, that 4 the Ends of thoſe Laws may be 

ſecur'd, that Gop's Name may be gtorify*d, and 

the Government reap thoſe Benefits by them, 

which by Gop's Bleſſing, and their Natural Ten- 

dency, it may reaſonably expect from them: Thus 

will they, (as in Duty bound) exercife their Po- 

| wer in the Cauſe of that God, from whom they de- 

Rom. 3. 1. 3 rive it; and thus will they they (as they ought) be 

a Terror not to Good Works but the Evil. 
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There are Men, who have no other check but . 
Human Laws to. reſtrain them, and if theſe bg- ©. 
nor executed againſt them, they will ſay, and Bn, 
that with more Reaſon, of theſe, which cannot . 
reach them in the other World, as they do of the 2 
Divine, which can; That, becauſe Sentence is not Eccl. 8. rn; 
executed ſpeedily, againſt an Evil Work, therefore 


ai the Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them 
eat to do Evil. * 2 52112 * 91 | 3K 20 DEF | 
the So much does it concert, Magiſtrates to en- 
es courage and maintain Religion, even out of Rea- 
. ſon of State, becauſe tis ſo much for the Good of 
ity the Society, whereof they are Governours, and ſo 
the much for their own: Security in particular. | 

Cu But I am ſpeaking, I hope, to thoſe, whoſe Care 
our and Vigilance in this particular, in their reſpe&ive 
cſs ſubordinate Spheres, is grounded upon a nobler Prin- 


ciple, even the ſame I have been all-along-recom- 
mending, and Which is the only Security of the 
Government in general, and of themſelves in par- 


Ma. WM ticular; I mean Religion and Conſcience, or a Senſe 
n to Not Duty. | Lon 

e in 

lity, 2% And to conclude; ſince Religion is the only 
duly Principle upon which we can be ſecure either of 
be our ſelves or others, that we ſhall do our ſeveral 
and Duties in our reſpective Stations; how nearly does 
em, It concern every one of us, as much as in us lies, 
Ten- to promote this good Principle both in our ſelves 
Thus and others, that fo we may be ſecure of behavin 
Po- ur {elves as we ought to others, and of the ſame 
de- ny Ulage from others in their ſeveral Relations to 
t) be | 
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anef aß us te mend, One; d 0 our hrs + endes. 
vous in. ee Reſpective Sap anck Stations, to 
propagate encourage true and that 
not only becauſe tis 157 the Sad e Bovern- 
ment in general, and our felves in particular, 2; 
Members of it, \but-becauſe "tis Gos Willi? and Pia. 
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15 Religion den ereign "and m_— Be- 
nefit to Society? Let, us then, as we would ſet for. 
ward the Good of the Publick, as we would pro- 
cure Go b Bleffings upon it, and aveſt His Judg. 
mente from it; as We would'x promote _ Engage 
2. Government 4n Magiſtr 285 ith "AN egi 

ance in. Subjects, Truſt and Friendſhip and To 
amen Mankind ; as we would be great and 
flour. ing at Home and at Peace with our Enemies 
Abroad; as we Vould fecure all the Happineß 
'this. World can give us, and a Portion of infinitely 
greater in the next. Let us be ſure every 
ane; of us to mend one; and do our utmoſt endei 
vours in. our Reſpective Places and Stations, to 
propagate and — ago true Religion; and that, 
not only becauſe tis for the Good of the Govern 
ment in general, and our ſelves in particukr, as 
Members of it, but becauſe tis Gov's Will andPlea- 


ſure that we ſhould, and our « own bounden 25 to 
do ſo nn 
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